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Video Extract: Angela's Ashes Worksheet One

1. Whilst watching the film make a list of all the signs of poverty you can see.

2. When he looks back what does the narrator wonder? He wonders....

3. What does the narrator reveal about his background?

Catholic or Protestant

Irish or American
happy or miserable

4. What do you think the title Angela's Ashes means?

5. Choose the correct word:

We learn that the family are living in America/ Ireland in the 1930s/1940s. 

The parents have 4/5 boys and have just had a little/big baby girl called 

Mary Margaret / Margaret Mary. She has brown/black hair and green/blue eyes.

6. What nationality is the narrator? How do we know?

7. What tragic event happens? How old was the baby girl? 

8. Contrast the way in which the husband and wife react to this tragedy. Use a contrast word.

9. Two aunts come to visit the family. They are shocked by what they see. Fill in the sentences below. 

What reproaches do they make?




a) They reproach the children 

b) They reproach the father

10. What does the narrator think about going back to Ireland? How old is he?

11. How can we see that the setting is Ireland?

Dublin

12. Mr McCourt  goes to see the IRA man. Why does he say he can claim money? Why is the man angry with him?

13. What historic event is referred to?

Train Station

14. At the train station we see Aggie, Pat and Grandma. Why won't Angela's family shake hands with her husband?

15. Why do the children have shaved heads?

16. Religion: why is the grandma shocked by the children?

17. Why do the children start crying in the hotel?

18. The children love listening to their father's stories. Complete this story: « Saint Patrick drove the snakes out of Ireland and the English brought in ........................................................................ »

19. Why won't Mr McCourt pick coal off the floor? Why is Mrs McCourt angry with him? What does she say to him: « If you're too ............................................................................... »

20. Compare Aggie and Pat's personality.

Funeral

21. At the funeral Frank says: « I don't know why.......................................................................... »

« I don't know why .................................................................................................................... »

« It's not ....................... I wish I ................................................................................................ »

22. How does Mr McCourt react to the death of his son?

