PAGE  
5

Angela's Ashes (Worksheet 2)

In the playground

22) What evidence is there in this scene of the poverty at this time in Ireland (1930s)?

[ ] they are wearing shabby clothes which suggests ..............................................................................

[ ] they have shaved heads which suggests ...........................................................................................

[ ] their faces are dirty which suggests ..................................................................................................

23) Frankie the narrator says that they were beaten/hit at school for many reasons. Choose from the list below:

[ ] being late

[ ] laughing

[ ] fighting

[ ] arguing

and not knowing 
[ ] the Hail Mary in Irish



[ ] the patron saint of Limerick



[ ] the Pope's name



[ ] that Michael Collins and Eammon DeValera were great men



[ ] the Ten Commandments

Who are

a) Michael Collins: ................................................................................................................................

b) Eammon DeValera: ...........................................................................................................................

24) The boys were fighting because the other students called them ......................................................

School life: What sort of education do you think the boys are receiving? (Write 2 sentences)

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

25) How old is Little Eugene when he dies? ........................................................................................

26) How many children has Angela lost? ............... Name them: .........................................................

27) What does Frankie pray for:

« Please god don't let ......................................................................................................................... »

28) Why do you think the children are dying? Think of  three reasons:

Reason 1: ...............................................................................................................................................

Reason 2: ...............................................................................................................................................

Reason 3: ...............................................................................................................................................

The pub

29) How does Frankie feel when he sees his father drinking in the pub? Can you explain why?

He feels .......................................................... because .........................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

St Vincent De Pauls

30) Why does Angela go to St Vincent De Pauls? ................................................................................

31) What comments do they make about her name McCourt? ..............................................................

32) What does this tell us about Catholic/Protestant relations at this time? ..........................................

................................................................................................................................................................

33) Why does Angela not want second-hand beds? ..............................................................................

A New House

34) Look at the words below and write a paragraph about the new house. How does it show us the poverty at this time? (dirty, damp, overcrowded, privacy, outside toilet, wooden furniture, mould)

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

35) What health hazards does this house pose for the family? Find three.

a) ............................................................................................................................................................

b) ............................................................................................................................................................

c) ............................................................................................................................................................

36) Weather: how would you describe the weather?

Relentless / rain / cats and dogs / pour down / torrents / damp / miserable

................................................................................................................................................................

37) What is the name of the new baby? .......................................

38) How does Frankie describe him? He's fatter ...................................................................................

39) The shoes: the mother and father do not share the same opinion about life

Complete the sentences below showing their different attitudes.

He refuses ............................................... and he criticises his wife ......................................................

She accuses her husband ........................................................................................................................

As a result he decides to make ...............................................................................................................

Who do you agree with? Why? .............................................................................................................

How do the other children respond to the new shoes? They .................................................................

How does the teacher respond? 

Two reactions a) ....................................................................................................................................

b) ............................................................................................................................................................

40) A job

Frank's father does not find it easy to get a job. Angela says it is because ............................................

whereas the grandmother blames it on ..................................................................................................

However at Easter he manages to find a job .........................................................................................

How long does he last in the job? ....................................... Why does he lose his job? .......................

................................................................................................................................................................

How does Frank feel about this? ...........................................................................................................

41) First Communion

How do the schoolchildren practice their first communion? .................................................................

Frank is very interested in the First Communion because:

[ ] he is very religious

[ ] he is scared of God and wants to go to Heaven

[ ] he wants to make the collection afterwards and earn some money

[ ] he likes dressing up 

His grandmother criticises her daughter for marrying ...........................................................................

and she says she should have .................................................................................................................

Furthermore, she says that Frank's hair is ..............................................................................................

42) The Cinema:

What films does Frank enjoy seeing? ....................................................................................................

How does he manage to get into the cinema? .......................................................................................

What important historical event is mentioned in the cinema?

[ ] Hitler's invasion of Poland (1939)

[ ] Hitler's invasion of the Rhineland (1936)

43) Getting into trouble: What trouble does Frank get into as a schoolchild?

[ ] He plays truant
[ ] He hits other students

[ ] he steals apples

[ ] he milks cows
[ ] he fishes in the river

[ ] he looks at naked girls

[ ] he steals from shops
[ ] he beats up his brother
[ ] he lies to the priests

44) Altar Boy: Frank is not accepted as an altar boy. What reason does his mother give for this?

[ ] class distinction

[ ] he is too ugly
[ ] where they live (the Lanes)

[ ] his father is Protestant

[ ] his father is useless

45) Look at the conversation below between Frankie's parents.

Frank's ma: « God is not here in the Lanes »

Frank's da: « You can go to hell for saying that. »

Frank's ma: « Aren't I there all ready? »

What do you think Angela means by this last statement? .....................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

46) What is the name of the new baby? .................................................................................................

47) Who sends them money? ................................ How much? ............................................................

Why does he send them money? ...........................................................................................................

48) What does the father do with the money? .......................................................................................

49) While the father is drinking, what basic needs are missing at home?

................................................................................................................................................................

50) When Frank goes to get his father, describe his mixed feelings towards him?

On one hand, he .....................................................................................................................................

However, on the other hand ..................................................................................................................

51) How do you feel about the father's behaviour? Write 2 sentences.

................................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................

Confirmation

52) What happens at Frank's confirmation? ..........................................................................................

53) Note down three things about the hospital which suggest it is underfunded:

a) ............................................................................................................................................................

b) ............................................................................................................................................................

c) ............................................................................................................................................................

54) Despite this, Frank enjoys his time at the hospital. Can you explain why?

a) ............................................................................................................................................................

b) ............................................................................................................................................................

c) ............................................................................................................................................................

55) What illness does Frank have? .......................................................................................................

What is it caused by? .............................................................................................................................

56) What does his father do which moves him? ...................................................................................

57) When Frank thinks about his father, what does he remember with fondness?

................................................................................................................................................................

Back at school 

58) Why is Frank upset about going back to school?

[ ] he has missed a lot of work 

[ ] he has to repeat the year

[ ] he will miss his friends

[ ] he'll be in the same class as his brother

59) What miracle does he pray for? ......................................................................................................

60) What composition does he write? ..................................................................................................

61) How does the miracle work? ..........................................................................................................

Written Work  based on Angela's Ashes and poverty topic.

Choose from one of the following topics:

1. Write Frank McCourt's school report. Comment on his attitude, behaviour, social relationships, academic performance and sports.

PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION

1. Write a local newspaper report about  life for people living in the Lanes.

MASS COMMUNICATION

1. Write a social worker's report on the McCourt family (mother, father and the children). Refer to housing, diet, parental supervision, education etc. Suggest whether the children are adequately looked after or should be taken into care.

PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION

1. Write a review of the film for a magazine or a newspaper. (Be very clear on your audience i.e. is it for a student magazine or a quality broadsheet newspaper).

MASS COMMUNICATION

1. Write an extract from one of the character's diary e.g. Ma or Da or Frank referring to key moments in the film and how they felt.

POETIC COMMUNICATION

1. Write a speech by an Irish politician denouncing poverty and the conditions of people living in the Lanes. Use evidence in the film to help you.

MASS COMMUNICATION

1. Imagine that Frankie is arrested for stealing apples. Write the police statement referring to Frank's upbringing and family life.

PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATION

Remember the characteristics of the different types of writing. See page 16 of your booklet. You must be clear on your audience and purpose.

Try to find an example of your chosen task to see how it looks e.g. You can find police statements on the net and use work we have already done in class.

Think of your objectives and the texhniques you are using to achieve those objectives.

