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A Number by Caryl Churchill
Scene 3

A. General Comprehension

Exercise 1 : True or False
1. B2 has met up with B1.




T / F
2. B2 is very happy to have met his clone.


T / F
3. Their first meeting took place at B2’s house.

T / F
4. B2 has learnt that his mother is still alive.


T / F
5. B2 also learns that SALTER mistreated B1 when he was a child. 
T / F
6. SALTER put him into care when he was six years old. 

T / F
7. B2 has decided to leave the country as he seems afraid of B1 and what he might do.
T / F 
B. Structure – Off-stage action
Exercise 1: Food for Thought

Caryl Churchill does not show the conversation between B1 and B2. This takes place off stage. 

Parallels can be made with Greek tragedies like Euripides’s The Bacchae where on-stage action is a battle of words between two parties on the stage, while the progress of that conflict in deeds is enacted in an area off-stage.
The stage becomes the place where the characters react to whatever has taken place off-stage. Fill out the grid below. The first two are done for you. 
	
	Invisible areas off-stage
and off-stage action
	Space on stage – discussion which takes place as a result of off-stage action

	Scene 1
	Hospital where B2 has been told he’s a clone.


	It’s where SALTER lives. 

As a result B2 confronts his father with what he has learned and questions him about where he comes from.

SALTER tries to avoid answering the question.

	Scene 2
	a) Flashback – childhood home.
B1 – hiding under a bed in the dark. Calling out for his father.

b) B1’s home and the pub
	It’s where SALTER lives. 

B1 and SALTER discuss his childhood and how he was treated. B1 is clearly angry at what his father did to him. 

	Scene 3
	 
	

	Scene 4
	
	

	Scene 5
	
	


Exercise 2: Questions
a) Why do you think Churchill decides to have the following actions off-stage: B2’s murder and B1’s suicide?

b) You may also have noticed that each scene seems to start and end in the middle of a conversation. What effect does this have on the audience?

c) How is suspense created in this scene? 

C. The Confrontation
Exercise 1: B2’s feelings towards B1
Although we do not see the conversation between B1 and B2, scene 3 does give us quite a lot of information concerning that conversation. Find a quote to prove the following:

	What we learn
	Evidence

	B2 seems to have been scared of B1.
	Because for a start I’m not frightening = this suggests that B1 was frightening.

I was glad we were meeting in a public place

You can’t run away in your own home

	When B1 spoke to B2 he was aggressive and some of his ideas did not make sense.
	

	B2 thinks that B1 is insane.
	

	B2 does not want to see B1 again.
	

	B2 thinks that B1 might do something violent to him.
	


Exercise 2: B1’s childhood

Scene 3 also reveals more about B1’s childhood. We begin to get a picture of how he was treated by SALTER. Put the following events into chronological order.

a) SALTER brings up his new son B2 in a more caring way.

b) At the age of four, B1 was placed into care.

c) For the next two years, SALTER brought up B1 alone.

d) SALTER was married and they had a son called Bernard (B1).

e) At the age of two, B1’s mother committed suicide by throwing herself under a train.

f) SALTER decided to clone his son B1 and create a new son.

g) SALTER had a drink and drugs problem and he mistreated B1. He neglected him and sometimes he locked him in a cupboard.

Exercise 3: Drama Activity

Now imagine the conversation that takes place between B1 and B2 in a public place. In pairs write the dialogue. Make sure you include the information above. Think about the personality of the two characters and how they appear. Remember the following:

· B2 is afraid of B1.

· Use Churchill’s techniques (repetition, fragmented sentences, unfinished sentences, questions, avoidance techniques, change of subject)

· B1 is very angry and seems violent ( but remember that no violence takes place)

· Make sure B1 tells B2 about his childhood experiences (being locked in a cupboard and neglected).

D. Characterisation: SALTER
As the play progresses we begin to get a fuller picture of SALTER. Once again in this scene we see that in the past he has told lies to his son B2. We also learn about the way in which he brought up his two sons.

Exercise 1

What do the following quotes reveal about him? Add your own ideas as well. 

	Quotes
	What does it reveal about SALTER?

	He didn’t hit you (page 37)
	This could suggest that he is scared and concerned about his son B2. He does not want anything to happen to him.

	I know. I’m sorry. (page 39)
	

	She’s dead. (page 40)
	

	And my best wasn’t very but I had my moments, don’t think, I did cook meals known and then and read a story … (page 42)
	

	But I could have managed better

(page 42)
	

	I’d rather you blamed me. I blame myself. (page 43)
	

	You don’t have to go away. Not for long. 

I love you.
	


Exercise 2: Food for thought
1. At the end of scene 3, how do we feel about SALTER? Do we feel more or less sympathetic towards him? Make sure you give evidence for your ideas. 

2. SALTER seems to suggest that even though he messed up with B1, he made an effort to be a better father with B2. (I did try that’s what I did I started again). Does this redeem him?

Activity: Judge and Jury

Imagine that you are a lawyer. You must defend or accuse SALTER. Write a short two minute speech outlining your arguments. 

Exercise 3: Watch the DVD Scene 3

Now watch scene 3 and comment on whether the development of the characters is as you imagined. 

E. Theme of Cloning: Discussion
Read the following article about human cloning.

CLONING ISSUES IN REPRODUCTION, SCIENCE AND MEDICINE

(ISSUED DECEMBER 1998)

Section 4 HUMAN REPRODUCTIVE CLONING

4.5 A central ethical issue is the widely accepted moral principle that human beings may never be treated merely as a means to an end, but only as an end. Many of the suggested reasons for which reproductive cloning might be employed have a strongly instrumental character to them, for they contemplate bringing humans into existence for reasons outside the persons themselves.

Examples would be the ‘replacement’ of a lost relative or the making available of compatible tissue for transplantation into another. It would be morally demeaning and psychologically damaging for someone to learn that the primary reason for their existence lay not in their own value, but in their utility for another purpose, as the substitute for someone else or for the benefit of someone else. Moreover, in the case of attempted ‘replacement’, the action would be based on the fallacious equation of a person with their genome.

Think about B2’s feelings towards cloning as expressed in the play especially in scene 2. 

Draw up a list of arguments FOR and AGAINST human cloning. Use ideas in the play. 
	FOR
	AGAINST

	
	


F. Theme: Free Will or Determination

Another major theme in the play is the theme of NATURE versus NURTURE. How much are we determined by our genes or how much are we determined by society? This is a complicated issue but think about the following ideas which are raised in the play?
Concentrate on pages 43-46

1. “Maybe he shouldn’t blame you, maybe it was a genetic, could you help drinking we don’t know …” (page 43). If we discover that alcoholism and drug-taking is determined by genetics, would this excuse SALTER’S behaviour?

2. “of course you have that in you to be that (a loving father) because you were to me …” (page 43). B2 argues that as SALTER was a loving father to him, he has that ability. Does this make his mistreatment of B1 easier or more difficult to understand?

3. “I can’t give you credit for that (being a good father) if I don’t give you blame for the other (mistreating B1) …” (page 44). B2 argues that if behaviour is based on free will then SALTER has to be condemned for what he did to B1.

4. Can we explain SALTER’s mistreatment of B1 as due to the loss of his wife? 

5. Does the idea of NURTURE explain how the two boys have grown up differently? Would B1 have turned out like B2 if SALTER had been different?
6. What is your own personal feeling on the nature versus nurture debate?

