Billy Elliot Worksheet by A.McDermott

INTRODUCTION: Vocabulary 

Match the words below with the correct translation:

Vocabulary: parent/child relationships

	
	French
	
	English



	1
	Le fossé des générations
	a
	See eye to eye with someone

	2
	s'entendre bien avec
	b
	The generation gap

	3
	Être en conflit avec
	c
	Get on well with someone

	4
	Voir les choses du même oeil
	d
	Be in conflict with someone / at odds with someone


Answers: 1) 
2)

3)

4) 

Working relations:

	
	French
	
	English



	1
	Une grève
	a
	Strike-breaker

	2
	Un jaune
	b
	Picket lines

	3
	Les picquets de grève
	c
	Join a union

	4
	Se mettre en grève
	d
	Go on strike

	5
	Un gréviste
	e
	unions

	6
	Un briseur de grève
	f
	A strike

	7
	Se syndiquer
	g
	A union member

	8
	Les syndicats
	h
	A scab / a blackleg

	9
	Un syndiqué
	i
	A striker


PART ONE: 

1) In what ways is Billy a conventional young boy?

2) Describe the unconventional behaviour of the ballet teacher.

3) What black and white film is shown in the background? Why?

4) At the graveyard: what family interest has been passed on to Billy? What do we learn about his mum?

5) Billy and Debbie: Why is he hesitating about continuing to dance? How does Debbie try to persuade him?

6) At home Billy hides the ballet shoes: what does his father tell him to be careful with?

7) Why does Billy go to the library? Why is he not allowed to take the book out?

8) Strike: Describe the scene. What  are the men shouting? What do you think is happening? What does Billy's dad learn?

9) Supermarket: describe and explain what happens in the supermarket between Tony and the man.

10) Billy and his dad: why is Billy's dad upset? How does Billy respond?

11) What is the link between this extract and the theme of family tradition?

12) Describe Billy's social class and justify.

PART TWO:

Why do Billy and the teacher Mrs Wilkinson argue?

She reproaches him  (FOR +  Verb -  ING / FOR NOT + Verb - ING) 

Why do you think Billy is so upset? (Think of TWO reasons).

REASON ONE: 

REASON TWO: 

Mrs Wilkinson follows Billy into the toilets. How does he criticise her? 

[ ] she is posh
[ ] she is horrible to him

[ ] she tells him what to do

[ ] she does it for her own benefit
[ ] she is jealous of him
[ ] she messed up her own life

Make sentences: 

He accuses her (OF + Verb - ING / OF NOT + Verb - ING)

He criticises her (FOR + Verb + ING / FOR NOT + Verb – ING) 

Car Ferry: Fill in the story of Swan Lake:

The woman is captured by ................................................ Then she is forced to be a .................. except for a few hours every night when she is allowed to come .......................... One night, she meets a young .............................. who falls in ..................... with her. She realises that she needs ...................... in order to become a real .......................... 

What reaction does Billy have to the story? 

What happens at the end of the story? 

Billy sees his mum again. What does she tell him to do? Why do you think he « sees » her now?

Billy and Debbie: Fill in the missing answers:

Debbie: When's the audition? 
Billy: 

Debbie: I'll miss you.

Billy: Who's better? Fred Astaire or Ginger Rogers?

Debbie: Do you fancy us?
Billy: 

Debbie: I'll show you us fanny.
Billy: 

London Calling by The Clash

Write a summary of this scene using the following words:

police chase

mob/crowd

police charge
barricade


truncheons

mob control

helmets

reinforcements

plastic shields
riot police

arrest

take into custody knock down

chase after

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Why do you think they are looking for Tony?

PART THREE: CONFRONTATION

Who does Billy ring?  ......................................................................................................................
Who answers?  .................................................................................................................................
What does he say?  ...........................................................................................................................
What does the person do? .................................................................................................................
Why do you think Billy misses his audition? (Find TWO reasons)

a)  ......................................................................................................................................................
b) .......................................................................................................................................................
The Teacher goes to Billy's house: 

What accusations does Tony make against Mrs Wilkinson?

[ ] she doesn't know what they are going through at the moment

[ ] she is a snob

[ ] she is trying to replace Billy's mum



[ ]Billy will look stupid
[ ] it will turn him into a “poof”


[ ] he's only a kid

What does this dancing scene allow the viewer to understand about Billy?

Christmas: Why does Billy's dad cry at Christmas? (Try to think of three reasons) 

a)  .....................................................................................................................................................
b) ......................................................................................................................................................
c) ......................................................................................................................................................
Billy and Michael's friendship:

a) What does Michael confess to Billy?  .........................................................................................
b) How does Billy react to this? ......................................................................................................
Billy's father discovers him dancing. 

How does Billy react to this?  ...........................................................................................................
How does his father feel?  .................................................................................................................
The teacher's house: 

How much is it gonna cost? 

What does the teacher offer to Billy's dad? 

How does he react? He tells her not ...

What does he tell her at the end? Thanks for everything 

At the Coalmine: 

What does Billy's dad decide to do? 

Imagine how he feels. 

How does Tony react to this situation?

How do we see that the whole town is behind Billy/supportive of Billy?

What events are they organising for Billy? How does his dad manage to raise some money for him?

Billy's dad has never been to London: why not? 

PART FOUR: THE ROYAL BALLET SCHOOL

Describe the setting of the Royal Ballet School and contrast it with Billy's home. Use contrast words: WHEREAS, WHILE / WHILST, UNLIKE etc 

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Use the following words: 

posh

magnificent

luxurious

marble pillars

winding staircases
tall ceilings

wrought iron staircases/banisters


upper class

country mansion


mirrors

How do you think Billy and his father feel in this situation? Why? 

What does this show us about social class in Britain in the 1980s?

Make a list of all the things at the audition which destabilise/ put Billy off? 

a) 

b) 

c)

d)

What does Billy  do as a result of this stress?

Interview: Write the responses:

Q. Why did you become interested in ballet? 

Q. Are you a fan of ballet? 

Q. Are you completely behind Billy?

Q. Would you like to ask any questions? 

When the lady asks Billy what it feels like when he is dancing, what does he reply?

[ ] exciting
[ ] you forget everything

[ ] you come alive

[ ] good

[ ] you disappear

[ ] as if it's your birthday

[ ] on fire

[ ] free


[ ] change in your body

[ ] like electricity
[ ] like gas

Waiting for the result: 

a) What advice does his gran give him? 

b) What does he say to his father when he opens the letter? 

c) When his father goes to the Social Club, what does he learn? 

Before he goes, Billy tells his father that he is scared and he asks if he can come back if he doesn't like it.

What humorous reply does his father give: 

Saying goodbye:

Name all the people Billy says goodbye to?

Compare and contrast his life with their lives?

What happens to the miners? 

FUTURE: What happens at the end of the film? To

a) Billy:

b) his friend Michael:

c) his family: 

THEMES: 

Some of the key themes in Billy Elliot are listed below. Write a couple of sentences saying how they are explored in the film:

a) Identity/Self-identity: 

b) Class: 

c) Family Relationships: 

d) Individual versus Society: 

We have also explored the above themes in the three works we studied.  Can you make any links between them and Billy Elliot?

