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CRIME WORKSHEET: Vocabulary Building
1 Introduction: look at the list of crimes below:

Arson
robbery
rape
murder


political offences

aiding a prisoner to escape
illegal currency dealing

treason

embezzlement
theft
taking bribes
taking part in a strike

sabotage
adultery
prostitution

kidnapping

graffiti

spying
smuggling

terrorism


overcharging

planning to overthrow the government

creating a trade union


drug trafficking
fraud


a) Make a list of crimes which you think are against governments.

b) Make a list of crimes against individuals.

c) Make a list which you think should NOT be crimes.

d) Make a list of crimes which you think (somewhere in the world) are punished with the death penalty.

e) Make a list of the FIVE worst crimes. Be ready to defend your answer.

2 Vocabulary exercise:

Below is a list of vocabulary connected with crime and the law. Fill in the correct preposition.

Make sure you learn the words and use them in your work.

- To accuse someone ................................ a crime / something

To acquit someone .................................... a charge is the opposite of to convict someone ............... a crime

To plead guilty ...................... a crime = to swear that you are guilty in court

To sentence someone ..................... ten years in prison

To fine someone a sum of money

To send someone ................... prison

To release someone .................. jail/prison/ gaol

To defend someone ................. court is the opposite of to prosecute someone ................ court

To charge someone .................... murder

To pass verdict ................... the accused person

3 Different types of crimes: Complete the grid below

	crime
	definition
	criminal
	verb

	
	killing someone
	
	

	shoplifting
	
	shoplifter
	

	
	
	burglar
	

	smuggling
	
	
	

	
	Setting fire to something in a criminal way
	
	

	
	Taking a person hostage in exchange for money
	
	

	terrorism
	
	
	

	
	
	
	blackmail

	Drug-trafficking
	
	
	

	forgery
	
	
	

	
	
	
	assault

	pickpocketing
	
	
	

	
	
	mugger
	


N.B.

Verbs: to steal and to rob 

The object of the verb to steal is the object taken away e.g. She stole my car.

The object of the verb to rob is the person or place from which things are stolen. e.g. The bank was robbed last night.

Steal is an irregular verb = steal, stole, stolen

4 More nouns: Matching exercise

	Word
	definition

	trial
	Group of 12 citizens who decide whether the accused is guilty or not

	case
	The decision: guilty or not guilty

	evidence
	A crime that is being investigated

	proof
	The person who leads the trial and decides on the sentence

	verdict
	The legal process in court whereby an accused person is investigated or tried

	judge
	Information used in court to decide if the person is guilty

	jury
	Evidence that shows conclusively whether something is a fact or not


5 The English Legal System

Fill in the gaps below with the appropriate word:

The underlying ................................ (1) of English justice is that everyone is ............................... (2) until proven guilty. In England and Wales, if a person is ................................. (3) of a serious ................................... (4), he or she is ..................................... (5) and then ................................... (6) by the police and ............................................ (7) with the crime. Then he may be held in .......................................... (8) or released on ......................................... (9) until his case is heard first as a Magistrates’ Court where he is represented by a ...................................... (10). He may then have to wait some time before his case is heard at the local Crown Court or the Central Criminal Court (The Old Bailey) in London, where the ..................................... (11) is represented by a ............................................... (12) and the case is heard by a .......................................... (13) and a ............................................ (14) of twelve men and women. At the end of the ............................... (15) he may be found not guilty and ......................................... (16) or he may be found guilty and ........................................ (17). He may be sent to jail, given a ...................................... (18) sentence or put on ...................................... (19), or perhaps made to pay a ..................................... (20). If he feels he has been wrongly convicted, he may ....................................... (21) against his sentence.

	Appeal                            acquitted                solicitor                          arrested                suspected

Fine                                 principle                 jury                                  defendant             suspended

Innocent                         bail                            criminal                         trial                       parole

Convicted                       notary                       charged                          judge                     sentenced

Barrister                         questioned                custody                          committee              offence


6 Punishments: Make sure you understand them all.

to be on probation

to receive a suspended sentenced

to pay a fine

to do community service

the death penalty

to be sentenced to life imprisonment/life sentence

to be sent to prison for .................... years

to receive a short/long prison sentence

electronic tagging

Oral activity: 
In PAIRS discuss the following crimes and decide on the appropriate punishments for each one. Be ready to defend your answers to the rest of the class:
a) A teenager hacks into an airline company's computer system and deliberately introduces a virus.

b) A man is attacked by muggers on the underground, defends himself with a gun and shoots his attackers dead.

c) A school student is caught downloading pirate music and films from internet.

d) A shopkeeper sells alcohol to children.

e) A person throws chewing gum on the pavement.

f) A little old lady lets her dog defecate on the pavement but she does not pick it up.

g) A person travels on the bus (three stops) without a ticket.

h) A teacher takes paper from the photocopying machine at school to use in his/her printer at home.

i) A mother hits her child.

j) A gang member is shot by another member of his gang.

