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Educating Rita by Willy Russell

Student’s Copy

Act 1 Scene 1

1. Using the stage directions draw a plan of how you see the stage. Label the different parts. Make sure you add all the props: telephone, religious picture etc

2. Cultural References: match these cultural references with their definitions

Open University - Roger McGough - Men Only - Rita Mae Brown - Charlie’s Angels and Farrah Fawcett Majors - E.M.Forster - Frank Harris - Dylan Thomas- W.B.Yeats - Henry James - Elliot Ness and Al Capone - Oscar Wilde – T.S. Eliot

	Reference
	Definition

	
	Created in 1969 – a university created for adult students who study and work at the same time. 

	
	Pornographic magazine for men.

	
	An American novelist 1843-1916 who lived in England and who wrote Portrait of a Lady

	
	Welsh poet 1914-1953 who wrote a poem about death called ‘Do not go gentle into that good night’

http://www.bigeye.com/donotgo.htm

	
	Contemporary poet from Liverpool

http://www.contemporarywriters.com/authors/?p=auth202

	
	English novelist 1879-1970 who wrote Howard’s End, A Room with a View, Maurice

	
	A very important Irish poet 1865-1939. The title of Things Fall Apart is taken from his poem ‘The Second Coming’

http://www.potw.org/archive/potw351.html

	
	USA author of Rubyfruit Jungle, a sdexually explicit novel

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubyfruit_Jungle

	
	Famous US actress who starred in the successful 1970s series Charlie’s Angels about three women detectives

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farrah_Fawcett

	
	Famous Irish playwright 1854-1900 who wrote The Importance of Being Earnest

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oscar_wilde

	
	1903-1957 A famous US prohibition agent who set out to arrest the infamous Chicago gangster Al Capone. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eliot_Ness

	
	English novelist 1856-1931 whose books were considered sexually daring and pornographic at the time they were written.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Harris

	
	1888-1965 one of the most important poets of the 20th century. He wrote the poem ‘The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock’

http://www.bartleby.com/198/1.html


3. Fill in the table below with all the things we find out about the two characters in the first scene:

	FRANK
	RITA

	
	


4. The other major difference between the two characters is in the way they speak. Note down as many differences as you can find. Make sure you use quotes.

	
	FRANK
	RITA

	Literary references


	
	

	Way of speaking
	
	


Rita’s Expressions

Rita has a very familiar way of speaking and often uses colloquial words or slang.  Below are some expression she uses.  Based on the context, try to decide what they mean and then find an appropriate translation into French.  

	Expression and Page 
	Meaning
	Translation into French

	Bleedin’ (adj) p 4
	
	

	Dead (adj) p 6
	
	

	To pack it in p8
	
	

	Soft (adj) p8
	
	

	To take the piss p15
	
	

	To be mental p15
	
	

	Thick (adj) p 16
	
	

	Narked (adj) p 16
	
	

	Sod (noun) p 8
	
	


5. Linking Texts – think back to Top Girls by Caryl Churchill. What techniques did she use to imitate the way that Angie spoke? Are there any similarities or differences between Angie and Rita?

6. Look at some of the confusion between Rita and Frank. Add Frank’s replies.

	Rita
	Frank

	a. “I read this poem about fighting death …”

No. Roger McGough. 

b. It sounds filthy, doesn’t it? E.M.Foster

c. Y’know Frank, Frank Ness, Elliot’s brother.

d. I tried to read this thing he wrote called ‘J Arthur Prufrock’; I couldn’t finish it.


	


Act 1 Scene 2

7. What else do we learn about Frank and Rita in this scene? Add your ideas to your character chart.

	FRANK
	RITA

	
	


8. Look at Rita’s views on working class life and what is expected of her. How does it compare to Marlene’s views of working class people in Top Girls?
9. Rita has a very familiar way of speaking and often uses colloquial words or slang.  Below are some expression she uses.  

Based on the context, try to decide what they mean and then find an appropriate translation into French.  

	Expression and Page 
	Meaning
	Translation into French

	Phoney (adj.) p 19
	
	

	Off your cake (exp.) p21
	
	

	Louse (noun) p23
	
	

	Nosy (adj.) p24
	
	

	To stop out (verb) p26
	
	

	Sod off (exp.) p27
	
	

	To get on one’s tits (exp.) p29
	
	

	Bloody (adj.)  p29
	
	

	Prime (adj.) p29
	
	

	Friggin’ (adj.)  p29
	
	


Act 1 Scene 3
10. Cultural References in Scene 3: DH Lawrence – Somerset Maugham - Harold Robbins – Noel Coward
	
	Information

	
	American populist novelist – his books were very successful but not considered as literary works. Contain sexually explicit scenes.

1916-1997

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harold_Robbins

	
	1874-1965

English novelist who wrote Of Human Bondage

	
	1874-1930

English novelist famous for having written Sons and Lovers and Lady Chatterley’s Lover

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D_H_Lawrence

	
	1899-1973

English playwright, actor and composer

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noel_Coward


11. Discussion based on scenes 1, 2 and 3 – prepare some ideas at home for a short discussion in class.

a. Do you think that Rita is intelligent? If yes/no justify your argument.
b. Is there a difference between the literature liked by Rita and that liked by Frank? What makes something high-brow literature? Is there a difference between ‘pulp fiction’ and literature – what is it? 

c. Why do you think it might be difficult for someone from a working class background (like Rita or Angie in Top Girls) to go to university?

d. Using evidence from the text, what do you think are the author’s views of education?

DVD Extract

Now watch DVD chapters 1,2,3. These are based on the first three scenes of the play.

Watch and then discuss the following:

· in what ways are the two characters as you imagined them?

· How are the class differences highlighted in the DVD version?

Act 1 Scene 4

12. Now read scene 4 and make notes on the following:

a. What difficulties does Rita face in her everyday life? How does it affect her studying?

b. What is Frank trying to teach her about education.?

c. What is Rita’s view of working class life?

DVD Extract

Chapter 4 is based on Rita’s home life and scene 4 of the play.

Comment on Rita and Denny’s relationship as shown in the film.

Creative Activity (based on Act 1 Scene 1-4)

a. Write Rita’s letter of application to the Open University.

b. Imagine that you are Frank. Write your diary entry for the evening after your first meeting with Rita. Make sure you include thoughts and feelings about Rita and her personality.

c. Imagine that you are Rita. Write your diary entry after the evening after your first meeting with Frank. Make sure you include your thoughts and feelings about Frank as your tutor.

d. Using evidence from these four scenes write Rita’s school report.

e. Write an extra scene between Rita and Denny after her first meeting with Frank. (could also be an oral activity)

f. Imagine a discussion between Marlene and Rita where they talk about working class life and the importance of moving up the social ladder. 

Act 1 Scene 5,6

1. Fill out the grid below making notes concerning Rita/Denny’s relationship and Frank/Julia’s relationship.

	Frank/Julia
	Rita/Denny

	
	


2. Pick out elements to show that Rita is changing.

Find THREE quotes to show that Rita feels that she is changing:

3. Tragedy 

a. What is Frank’s definition of tragedy?

b. In what ways do Okonkwo and Frank both have tragic flaws?

4. Rita’s Expressions
Rita has a very familiar way of speaking and often uses colloquial words or slang.  Below are some expression she uses.  Based on the context, try to decide what they mean and then find an appropriate translation into French.  

	Expression and Page 
	Meaning
	Translation into French

	Got me licked (p32)
	
	

	I can’t be bothered (p33)
	
	

	Friggin’ (p37)
	
	

	Get (git) p 39
	
	

	Lousy (p40)
	
	

	The dole (p 40)
	
	

	Sod off (p 43)
	
	

	Round by us (p35)
	
	

	Pissed (p35)
	
	


Pick out other expressions that Rita uses.

DVD – now watch Chapter 5 of the DVD which corresponds to scenes 5 and 6.

Comment on why you think Rita does not go to Frank’s dinner party? 

What else do we learn about Rita and Denny in this scene?

Contrast working class and upper middle class life as shown in the film.

Read over Scenes 7 and 8.

5. What reasons does Rita give for not turning up to Frank’s dinner?

6. What does Rita mean when she says: “Because I’m a freak. I can’t talk to the people I live with any more. An’ I can’t talk to the likes of them on Saturday or them out there.”

7. Why do you think Frank likes Rita so much? Can you find quotes to show how fond he is of her?

DVD Watch chapters 6 and chapters 7

Wedding scene and Rita’s dad – comment on whether this scene adds anything to our understanding of Rita’s desire to become educated. What does it also show us about working class life and the pressures placed on women at this time? Can you make any links between women’s situation at this time and the play Top Girls?

Summer Camp – Rita sends Frank letters. This is shown in the DVD. What does it show about their relationship and also Rita’s changing personality.

Summary of Act 1 – Activities

A. Copy out and fill in the following chart for each scene:

In the second column write down what Frank is doing at the beginning of the scene.

In the third column write down how Rita enters the scene.

In the last column comment on what this information reveals about Frank and Rita’s moods and feelings.

Some examples have been given to help you.

	Act 1
	Frank 
	Rita
	Comment

	Scene 1
	He is holding an empty mug. He goes and takes books from the shelves. He finds a bottle of whisky and pours himself a large slug.  The telephone rings and he speaks to his wife. 
	She has difficulty getting into the room because of the door which is stuck.
	The “empty mug” could reflect his empty life.

We see he is unhappy as he needs to drink.

The stuck door is a metaphor for the difficulty that Rita has entering his world, the world of education and a different social class.

	Scene 2
	Frank is standing in the centre of the room. He is looking at his watch. He sees the door handle moving and then he goes to the door and opens it.
	Rita is standing there holding a small can of oil.
	

	Scene 3
	
	
	

	Scene 4
	
	
	

	Scene 5
	
	
	

	Scene 6
	
	
	

	Scene 7
	
	
	

	Scene 8
	Frank is reading her Macbeth essay.
	Rita enters slowly, carrying a suitcase.
	 The suitcase could be a symbol of her moving on; leaving one social class.


B. Prepare a character log for Frank and Rita. Use everything we have talked about in class so far. 
Copy out the table below and then fill it in for each character.
In the first column include details such as appearance, movement, what he/she does or says, what they say about each other and other people etc.

Try to think about HOW the characters have changed over the eight scenes.

	Key Point
	Comment
	Quotation
	Page

	
	
	
	


C. Creative exercises 

a. Imagine that you are Rita and you are on the summer school course. Write a letter to Frank telling him all about it.

b. Imagine that you are Denny and Rita has just left you. Write a conversation between Denny and a friend.  (could also be an oral activity)

Write the dialogue between Rita and Denny when she refuses to give up her studies.
Act 2 Scene 1 and 2

1. In Act 2 scenes 1 and 2 we can see that Rita has changed. Note down these changes below:

	CLUES
	Changes

	LIFESTYLE

CONFIDENCE

PERSONALITY
	· She refers to the room / plant analogy so uses literary terms more easily


2. How does Rita want to change Frank in these two scenes?

3. In scene 1 she tries to open the window which is stuck. Comment on this image.

4. How can we see in these scenes that Frank is becoming jealous of Rita’s new life? Find two quotes which show this.

5. In scene 1 they refer to Blake’s Songs of Innocence and Experience, in what way has Rita gone from innocence to experience?

Scene 3

6. Why do you think Frank is so drunk in this scene?

7. In scene 3, Frank seems to have been completely affected by Rita. Pick out all the things he copies from her.

8. Look at their discussion about The Blossom. What does it tell us about Rita and Frank?

9. What are you feelings towards the two characters at this point in the play?

DVD Chapter 8

Watch this chapter of the DVD and note down the ways in which Rita is shown as being different since her return from the summer school.

CREATIVE EXERCISES

a. Imagine that you are Frank. Write your diary extract saying how you feel now that Rita is changing. Express your fears about the future.

b. Write a short scene (and act it out) of Rita at summer school.

c. Imagine that you are one of the students who complain about Frank’s behaviour. Write the letter of complaint to the University dean.

d. Imagine that Frank has started writing again. Write a poem that he writes about Rita.

Act 2 Scene 4

1. Note down all the things that upset Frank in this scene:

Scene 5

2. Look at the following quotes and comment on them:
a. “Oh I’ve done a fine job on you, haven’t I?

“Mary, Mary Shelley – do you understand that allusion, Rita?”

What is Frank trying to say has happened?

b.  “What’s up Frank, don’t y’ like me now that little girl’s grown  up, now that y’ can no longer bounce me on daddy’s knee an’ watch me stare back in wide-eyed wonder at everything he has to say?”

c. “Found a culture have you, Rita? Found a better song to sing have you? No –you’ve found a different song, that’s all – and on your lips it’s shrill and hollow and tuneless.”

What is he suggesting about her new personality?

d. Why has she changed her name?

Scene 6

2. What is the purpose of this short scene? What does it tell us about Frank’s feelings for Rita?
DVD Chapters 9 and 10

Comment on the added scenes which we do not see in the play.  Do you think they add anything to our understanding of the characters?

Scene 7 

4. What has Rita learnt from Trish’s suicide (and middle class life)?

5. Make a list of all the things that Rita has learnt during the play?

6. What do we learn about Frank’s feelings for Rita in this last scene?

7. “I came to tell you you’re a good teacher.” Do you agree with Rita’s appraisal of Frank?

(ask for personal opinion)

	FOR
	AGAINST

	His close contact with Rita

He was warm and friendly to her at the beginning and allowed her to feel comfortable


	


8. Comment on the ending of the play when Rita cuts Frank’s hair. Why do you think Willy Russell ended the play in this way?

DVD Chapters 11 and 12

Comment on the added scene:

· when Rita meets up with Denny and his pregnant wife

· at the airport

· her result where she gets a distinction

CREATIVE EXERCISES

a. Do you think that this is a feminist play? You could make some links with Top Girls by Caryl Churchill and the role of women in society. Prepare a short presentation about this topic.

Here are some ideas to help you: 

· look at her life before she decides to do the OU course

· look at the choices open to women around her; what is expected of them

· look at how she sees her mother’s life

· make links with Joyce’s life in Top Girls

· look at her relationship with Denny and how he reacts when she does not want to have children

· what she does gain from having an education (confidence, control over her future etc)

· the idea of choice which is also important in Top Girls. In Act 1 many of the women had little choice over their lives

b. Write a review of the film.

c. Imagine that you are Frank – send a letter to Rita from Australia. Tell her about your new life. Make sure you refer to things in the play in order to show knowledge of the play.

d. Write an alternative ending to the play.

e. Write a speech given by Rita where she speaks to young girls at a comprehensive school in Liverpool. She tries to persuade them of the importance of working hard and of further education.

f. Imagine that you are Rita and you are meeting with an OU supervisor. Act out the interview. She/he asks Rita what she thought of the course and her experience with Frank;

