DVD: Outfoxed

1) Jeff Cohen (Former Fox News Commentator) argues that the role of the media is very important in an election. Why?

................................................................................................................................................................

2) Rupert Murdoch:

Match the following numbers to the correct information and explain why this information worries some people:

................................................................................................................................................................

	Statistics
	

	a) 9
	i) TV stations

	b) 100
	ii) Movie studio

	c) 175
	Iii) Book imprints

	d) 40
	iv) newspapers

	e) 40
	v) Cable channels

	f) 1
	vi) Satellite TV networks


3) David Brock argues that in a democracy people need to be able to make INFORMED decisions. What does this mean? ......................................................................................................................

What does he accuse Fox News of doing? ...........................................................................................

4) Match up the information below:

	Statistics
	

	a) 280 million people
	i) Asian satellite reaches

	b) 300 million people
	ii) of the world's population

	c) 300 million people
	Iii) Total audience

	d) 28 million people
	iv) Magazines read by

	e) 4.7 billion people
	v) Cable channels reach

	f) ¾ 
	vi) US network reaches


Why do you think the documentary has chosen to show these statistics? What effect does it have on the spectator? ........................................................................................................................................

What is your personal reaction to these statistics? ...............................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

5) 1996 Press Conference: Rupert Murdoch announces his plans for the FOX News channel. Roger Ailes Fox News CEO and Chairman states that he wishes to restore objectivity to the channel. We are told that Ailes used to be .....................................................................................................

Why might his former job be seen as creating a conflict of interest? ...................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

What is your own opinion about this? ..................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................................................

6) What are the two key slogans of Fox News:

a) ...........................................................................................................................................................

b) ...........................................................................................................................................................

What do they suggest about the channel? .............................................................................................

7) Fox News Memos:

What does the documentary claim is the purpose of these memos? .....................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

What was the aim of the memos concerning the following subjects:

a) abortion memo: .................................................................................................................................

b) 9/11 commission: ..............................................................................................................................

c) Kerry speech: ....................................................................................................................................

d) US Marines: « sharpshooters not .......................... because .............................................................

e) Show an American hostage and not a picture of ..............................................................................

What do you think of the use of such memos by a news station? .........................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................

8) Techniques: the documentary goes on to identify different techniques used by Fox News. Comment on each of them:

a) interrupting guests: ...........................................................................................................................

b) use of banners: ................................................................................................................................
c) moving graphics: ..............................................................................................................................

d) the US flag: ......................................................................................................................................

9) What was the original purpose of the Fox News Alert? ..................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

With which event was it first associated? ............................................................................................

How is it used now according to the journalist? ..................................................................................

10) News versus Commentary: explain the difference between these two words:

News reporting: .....................................................................................................................................

Commentary: .........................................................................................................................................

What is commentary called in a newspaper? .......................................................................................

According to the documentary, Fox News blurs the line between the two. What does this mean and why could this be criticised? ................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

11) « Some people say »..

Why is this expression criticised by the documentary? ........................................................................
...............................................................................................................................................................

12) Another criticism levelled at Fox News is the character assassination of certain famous people and politicians. In what ways do Fox News « character assassinate » Richard Clarke (he criticised the Bush government and himself at the 9:11 Commission hearing for failing to take the necessary measures to prevent 9:11):

a) ...........................................................................................................................................................

b) ...........................................................................................................................................................

c) ...........................................................................................................................................................

13) Rupert Murdoch claims that he does have a balance of reporters on his programme i.e. liberals as well as right-wing journalists. However, the documentary argues that this is not true. Why?

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

14) According to the documentary, after studying the number of one on one guests over a period of 25 weeks there were .................... Republican guests to every Democrat guests. This means that ............% of the guests were Republican. Furthermore, of the few Democrat guests there were, most of these tended to be ........................................

15) The documentary also claims that Fox News deliberately chooses to focus on certain stories and ignore others. Make a list below:

	Stories they focus on
	Stories they ignore

	
	


What is their aim in doing this? .............................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

16) « O'Reilly takes on a guest »: Jeremy Glick

What does Glick accuse the government of? ........................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

What petition did he sign? ....................................................................................................................

How does O'Reilly react to his guest? ..................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

What is your opinion on this? ...............................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................................

17) War in Iraq

How are the following people described by Fox News? 

Martin Sheen (actor), Barbra Streisand (singer/actress), human shields 

...............................................................................................................................................................

Why does Fox News take this position?  .............................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................................

18) The documentary accuses Fox News of focusing on the positive sides of the Iraq war. What items of news are given as examples of this positive reporting?

a) ....................................................................
b) ......................................................................

c) ...................................................................
d) .....................................................................

e) ...................................................................
f) ......................................................................

19) Fill in the responses to the following polls:

Q. Has the US found Weapons of Mass Destruction in Iraq?

Fox viewers who say yes: ...........%
PBS-NPR viewers who say yes: ..........%

Q. Does world opinion favour the US invasion of Iraq?

Fox viewers who say yes: .............%
PBS-NPR viewers who say yes: ...........%

Q. Has the US found links between Iraq and Al-Qaeda?

Fox viewers who say yes: ............%
PBS-NPR viewers who say yes: ...........%

What conclusions does the documentary draw from these polls? .........................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

Do you agree with these conclusions? ...................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

20) The documentary gives the example of the Fox journalist Carl Cameron whose wife worked for Bush's campaign team. He is shown interviewing Bush.

Do you agree that this is a problem? ....................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

21) 2000 Election Night

The first person to announce George Bush's election win was John Ellis who was Bush's cousin. However, according to the documentary, the data from Florida was too complex for a result to be made at that moment. Fox News decided to report Bush's win despite checking that the data was correct. Once Fox had done this how did the other channels respond? ................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

What does the documentary accuse Fox News of having done? ...........................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

22) John Kerry: According to the documentary, how did the channel attack John Kerry?

a) .......................................................................... b) ............................................................................

c) .......................................................................... d) ............................................................................

23) Finally, the documentary claims that there is a FOX EFFECT? Explain these effects:

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................................

24) Think about the following and express yourself!

How convincing did you find this documentary?

What techniques were used to convince you?

Do you think that the documentary was balanced? How could it have been fairer?

