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The Great Gatsby Chapter 3 Student’s Worksheet

1. Literary Techniques : on pages 41-42 we can see how Fitzgerald uses numerous poetic qualities to highlight the magical qualities of Gatsby’s parties and to show how they first of all impressed Nick the narrator. Find examples of each of the following techniques and comment on their effect.

	Technique
	Example
	Comment

	Simile
	
	

	Metaphor
	
	

	Colours
	
	

	Sounds
	
	

	Listing
	
	

	Alliteration
	
	

	Listing
	
	

	Repetition of pronouns 
	
	


2. Find evidence on the same pages to show the following:

a) conspicuous consumption

b) opulence

c) flouting of the Prohibition laws

d) modernity

e) vulnerability

f) superficiality

3. Think about the following statements concerning the party. Do you agree with them?

- This description matches that of the Buchanans’ house in transforming materiality into a magical world.

- This sense of enchantment is undermined by Nick’s description of guests who tunr up uninvited and behave “according to the rules ... associated with an amusement park.” (Is that a positive or negative comparison? A fairground can be a negative or a positive place depending on the viewpoint.)

- At the end of the party the image of the party-goers is that of people living lives of sadness, bitterness and disappointment. (see pages 51 onwards).

4. Role of Women

a) It is a girl, “one of those gypsies” who starts the party. Her extreme behaviour is presented as the trigger for the night’s events. It is this presentation of women as being the instigators of unruly and strange behaviour in men, that has been the cause of much criticism by feminists of Fitzgerald’s work.

What effect do the women in the novel have on a) Nick b) Gatsby c) Tom and d) Wilson?

b) Look at the description of the women at this first party. Here are some examples:

- “gaudy with primary colours, and their hair bobbed in strange new ways, and shawls beyond the dreams of castile.”

- the two girls in yellow who appear to be regulars

- “old men pushing young girls backward in eternal graceless circles”, page 47.

- “a great number of single girls dancing individualistically”, page 48

Does the description celebrate the emancipation of women OR is it more critical?

5) Gatsby – make a list of all the things that we learn about Gatsby including

a) gossip about him

b) what Nick the narrator says

c) what Gatsby says about himself

What impression do we get of Gatsby in this passage?

6) Owl Eyes 

a) Comment on the scene which takes place in the library and the fact that Gatsby is compared to a Broadway producer, David Belasco. Pages 46-7.

b) Comment on the car accident which takes place at the end of the party.

7) Nick the narrator

Read pages 56-59 carefully.

a) How can we see that Nick is feels both excited and alone in his life in New York.

b) Find two examples of Jordan’s dishonesty.

c) Analyse the meaning of the car conversation at the end of the chapter.

