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The paper raises the issue of fidelity in translation in the context of the
increasing use of colloquial in works by writers of modem Arabic
fiction. Fidelity requires a match between language varieties in subject
and target languages, a match which does not exist where Arabic
colloquial and other languages are concerned. The writer distinguishes
a number of distinct roles for colloquial, some consciously and others
unconsciously deployed, with examples from Tawfiq al Hakim’s short
story Al ‘Awalim (1927), Khayri Shalabi’s novel Salih Heesa (2000),
and Ahmed Alaidy’s novel An Takun ‘Abbas al-‘Abd (2003), and
notes that the translator of modern Arabic fiction needs to be not only
familiar with the meanings of the colloquial words and structures used
in the text but also capable of divining the author’s purpose in using
them. Certain uses cannot be transferred directly in translation and
alternative strategies must be developed if the sense of the text is to be

fully conveyed.
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