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ENGLISH WORKSHOP: Africa and Tourism

Introduction

In your Geography lessons you have been studying developing countries. Now in the English workshop you will explore how one country in Africa, Kenya has tried to overcome its problems through developing its industry.

Kenya earns a lot of money from its industries, more than  any other East African country. Its industries include cloth, shoe production, and food production such as coffee and flour. There is also a huge tea industry as the tea grown in Kenya is  very high quality tea. Most of the tea is exported and this brings  in a lot of money for the Kenyan economy.

TOURISM

Another important industry is tourism. There are many different reasons why tourists visit Kenya.  Before we read about them can you predict what those reasons might be. Draw up a list with your teacher.

Why do people visit Kenya?

The wildlife of the savanna: people visit this area on bus and in hot air ballons. Many people go on holiday to Kenya in order to discover the way of life of the Maasai people and to visit the habitat of different wild animals.

Here are some pictures taken on a safari in Kenya. As you can see people are allowed to get very close to the animals.What problems could this cause? Why do the guides allow them to do this?

There are also many magnificent beaches along the east coast of Kenya. This area is  situated just below the Equator and it has  a tropical climate. It is hot all year round with temperatures of 25°C. There is a rainy season from April to May.

There is also a coral reef which is about 1km off-shore. There are boat visits or people can go scuba diving or snorkelling.Between October and February many people go there to hunt the different types of fish that exist, including barracuda, marlin and tunny.

However, while tourism is very important it brings with it lots of problems. Before we read about them try and predict what those problems might be. Draw up a list with your teacher.

What are the problems caused by tourism?

The buses that visit the game parks and the national parks go very close to the animals.  They are meant to keep 25 m away  from the animals but as we can see in the picture below that is not always the case.

Tourists also encourage the guides to go off the authorised tracks in order to get closer to the wild animals. This also causes soil erosion.

There is also a problem of congestion as sometimes there are as many as 25 – 30 buses crowded around the same animals. This can disturb the way of life of the animals.

Hot air balloons may seem like a solution but they are very noisy and the sound of the gas can frighten the animals.

Tourists stay in specially built hotels. These produce huge amounts of rubbish which is often eaten by the animals. 

The money created by tourism does not always go to the Kenyan people. Firstly, the food eaten by tourists is often brought in from outside and so gives no money to the Kenyan economy. Secondly, jobs in tourism are low-paid and seasonal. Thirdly, the top jobs in management often go to people from other more developed countries. All of this means that a lot of the money created leaves the country.

The nomadic people like the Maasai are not allowed to live in the national parks anymore.

There is also a problem when Western tourists meet the Muslim population. Muslims follow a strict dress code and dress conservatively, the women wear veils and the people do not drink alcohol.

Finally, the coral reef is being severely damaged by tourism. Many tourists break off pieces of the reef in order to take them home as a souvenir.

Writing Task:

a) Group the problems above under the following headings:

ENVIRONMENT 
MONEY/INCOME


CULTURAL

b) Suggest solutions for each of the problems. Make sure you think carefully about possible solutions and the costs and consequences of those solutions. 

c) Now imagine that you work for the Kenyan government.You have been asked to write a report about tourism in the country and the problems it causes. You have also been asked to suggest solutions. Use the plan below to help you set out your work. Under each heading describe the problem and then suggest a solution.

LANGUAGE (for the report)

Try to use the language below in your report. This will make it sound authentic.

	Cause and result

(if you want to show the link between tourism and the problems it causes)

because of + noun (The government lost because of the scandal surrounding it.)

because + clause (The government lost because they had not listened to the people.)

as/ since

as a consequence/ result of something

due to/ owing to

consequently


	Concluding Comments:

Taking all the points I have made into consideration, I would  recommend that ........(do something)

- All things considered, I believe that .......

....... is/are now becoming a major problem and I recommend that we look into the possibility of (doing something) ...... as a matter of urgency.


	General Comments

On the whole, ......

It is a fact that ......

I should point out that .....


	Suggestions

You (the government) should.....

You ought to .....

I recommend that you .....(do something)

You need to ..... You have to....

In my opinion......

I really do think that ......(the gov should)


	REPORT

To: Kenyan Government

Date:

From:

Subject:

Introduction

Main Heading: Environment

1

2

Main heading: Cultural

1

2

Main Heading: Money/Income

1

2

Conclusion


