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ASIA Workshop

Part One: Describing Tables

Make sure that you understand the box below. These expressions will help you to describe figures in a graph.

Check all the words with your English Workshop teacher.

Language Box 1: describing figures

	
	
	noun
	verb
	end of the sentence

	(Just) over / under

 [Cadre1] 

less / more than

nearly

about

roughly/approximately
	half of the


	people

population
	are

live 
	living in poverty

starving.

in poverty

	
	a quarter/third  of the 
	
	
	

	
	three quarters of the


	
	
	

	
	10% / 15 % of the 
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Exercise 1 :

What do each of the following mean? Add two more of your own

	Fraction
	Write the fraction 
	and as a percentage

	One-fifth
	
	20%

	One-quarter
	
	

	One-half
	
	

	Three-quarters
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Language Box 2: describing figures

	
	Noun
	Verb
	

	Most 
	people
	live

 
	in poverty

	Most of the 
	people
	
	


N.B. You cannot say «  Most of people live in poverty. »

Why not? Look at Table 2 and rewrite that sentence.

Exercise Two

Look at the table below which presents the different religions which exist in India. Use the language boxes above to write 10 sentences. Make sure they are factually accurate AND grammatically correct

Table 1: showing different religions at the end of the twentieth century in India

	Religion
	Millions
	Percentage

	Hindus
	689
	81.6

	Muslims
	106
	12.5

	Christians
	20
	2.4

	Sikhs
	16
	1.9

	Buddhists
	7
	0.9

	Others
	6
	0.7


Q. With your teacher discuss what you think could be the consequences of such religious diversity.

Part Two: Consequences

In history and geography it is VERY important to know how to talk about consequences. Below are some expressions which are very useful for this purpose.

Exercise 1: Match the words below with their meaning in French:

	Consequence
	Meaning

	a) lead to 
	i) causer / occasionner

	b) bring about
	ii) susciter

	c) give rise to
	iii) mener à / causer / conduire à

	d) result in
	iv) entraîner / causer

	e) cause 
	v) donner lieu à

	f) produce 
	vi) avoir pour résultat


Exercise Two: Translate using the expressions above

a) La secheresse causa beaucoup de dégâts.

b) La fin des famines  et la généralisation des vaccinations ont entraîné l'explosion de la population indienne.

c) La pauvrété en Inde a donné lieu à des débats à travers le monde.

d) L'introduction du planning familial (deux enfants et pas plus)  a suscité des réactions diverses parmi la population locale.

e) L'exode rurale a conduit à la naissance des bidonvilles.

Exercise Three

Read the information below about India and then make some sentences:

Document One:

Between 1947 and 1990 the Indian government focused on self- development (without the help of foreign companies)

	Indian Government
	Methods
	Objectives

	* nationalised

* decided

* developed

*limited
	60% of industries

where to set up industries

industrial machines

Green Revolution

weapons

imports

foreign investments
	reduce social inequalities

reduce regional inequalities

become self-sufficient

independence


Document Two: how far did the above strategy  work?

	The new Indian market

	A few figures reveal the size of the Indian "boom" in consumption: 1 million fridges sold in 1992, 250,000 washing machines, 178,000 cars (these are still expensive for most of the population), 912,000 scooters, 468,000 motorbikes, 10 million watches and 4.8 million TV sets...

This also does not include all the foreign imports which entered the country.

Many contracts were drawn up between Indian companies and foreign countries (and this phenomenon has continued to increase): these include such companies as: Coca Cola: which made a "come-back" after a 15 year absence, Pepsi, Lacoste, Kellogs, L'Oreal and the great British  whisky distilleries. 

However, the risk for the 300 million people who live below the poverty line  is that they will be left behind by this boom in the Indian economy.

Newspaper article, 8th Feb 1992


Document Three: a new direction

	A new direction

	As a result of the Indian government's economic policy (see document one) India was left in great difficulty. In 1991,  the country was on the verge of bankruptcy, and foreign financial institutions no longer wanted to provide any help. India could no longer afford to work on its own. The old economic model, which had been in force since independence in 1947 was exhausted. The enormous state sector was producing very little and costing a wast amount of money. Roads, ports, and electricity were in a terrible state.

The Indian government were thus forced to open up the economy to foreign companies: Mercedes, Toyota, Ford and Peugeot all arrived in India eager to take advantage of a huge market of 200 million people.  These people belonged to the new middle class who had benefited from the "boom" created by the government between 1947-1991.

Newspaper Article 1997


Activity

Now using all three documents make 10 sentences saying what the consequences of the Indian government's economic policies were. Make sure you use all the documents and the expressions to explain consequences.

Example:

1) The Green Revolution led to better living conditions for some of the population.

2) Government policy did not bring about a better standard of living for many of the poor. ( you can make negative sentences as well).

3) 

Part Three: Writing a Report

As you have seen, India has made some progress in development despite its problems. It is now able to support itself in food production and it is even an exporter of grain. It is also the largest democracy in the world with one of the highest GDPs. However, we must not forget that many of India's population (as many as 30%) live below the government's poverty line. This is in fact  India's main problem: how to provide a good standard of living for its huge population and how to provide them with employment.

Look at the project idea below: (This needs to be discussed with your English Workshop teacher)

Narmada Dam Project

Aim of the project:

· to bring water to a desert region of India

· provide water so that people can farm their crops (irrigation system)

· use the water to create hydro-electric power

Further Information:

· the dam will cost £5 billion

· it will provide jobs to 30,000 people

· it will also provide electricity to 45 million people in the nearby area

· it will also provide all important drinking water to 125 towns and 4500 villages

· it will mean building 29 large, 133 medium size and 2700 small dams

Problems:

In groups think of ways in which these problems could be overcome. Brainstorm your ideas and share them with the rest of the class. Try to think about what happened in Brazil. How can you avoid this?

· such a huge project means displacing many people: they will have to leave their homes

· damage to the environment (remember the Amazon projects)

· trees will be cut down which leads to soil erosion

· the dams may silt up and block in the future

· there is a threat of earthquakes in this area

· flooding may occur in some villages and on some farmland

TASK

Narmada Dam Project

Imagine that you work for the Indian government and you have been asked to write a report about the new project. You must talk about the benefits and the problems which are linked to the project and give your final verdict to the government.

Present your report like this one below:

	Subject: NARMADA DAM PROJECT

Date: ..........................

To: Indian Government

From: (write your name here)............................................

INTRODUCTION

In two or three sentences describe the project 

ADVANTAGES

Describe three of the benefits if the government decides to implement the project. Make sure you say how people's lives will be improved.

1

2

3

DISADVANTAGES

Describe three of the problems which might occur if the government implements the project. How will these affect people's lives?

1

2

3

CONCLUSION

Here you must tell the government whether you think they should or should not implement the project. Make sure you explain why you have made that decision.




Language Box to help you:

Introduction:

The following report relates to the proposed .............................................................

Benefits and advantages:

One of the most significant benefits of ............................. is .....................................

One of the main advantages of ..........................................is .....................................

Another benefit / A second / third benefit lies in the .................................................

One of the most obvious advantages of .................................is ....................................

Discussing results / consequences:

One effect / consequence / result of .....................................is ............................................

As a result / consequence, ...............................................................................................

(X) / This often leads to / may lead to / may result in .....................................................

Giving an opinion:

I believe / do not believe that .............................................. because / as / since

Personally, I feel that .......................................................

I would argue that ............................................................

I am convinced that .........................................................

Conclusion:

All things considered, I believe that ..................................

In conclusion, I believe that ..............................................

Taking all the points I have made into consideration, I would recommend that ..................

Overall, I would argue that ...........................................

On balance, I think that ................................................

