ENGLISH WORKSHOP

BRAZIL

AIMS: Use of the present perfect


Expressions to describe increase/decrease


Comparatives/superlatives

1.
Read the following text and underline the verb tenses used.

Traditionally, near the wetter coastal regions of Brazil, farmers have grown cocoa, cotton and sugar cane, whilst cattle farming has been more common on the more arid inland soil. Since 1970, many people have chosen to leave this area and move to the big cities in the south-east.

1. What tense is used?.............................................................

2. How is this tense formed?..........................................................................................

3. When is it used?.......................................................................................................

4. Complete the following sentences using the correct verb form given:

a. In Brazil there.............................(be) a rise in unemployment.

b. There .................................(be) many droughts.

c. Migration .................................(cause) problems in urban areas.

d. Urban poverty.........................(replace) rural poverty.

e. The influx of people........................(lead) to a shortage of housing.

2a.
Look at the following words and put them into the correct column in the table.

Gain

Raise


Decline
Reduction
Fall



Rise

Growth

Decrease
Upsurge
Increase

Boost

Expansion

Loss 

Cutback 
Development

	Increase
	Decrease

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


You usually follow these expressions with the preposition IN

There has been a fall in the birth rate.

There has been an increase in unemployment. 

BUT you can use increase/decrease as a VERB in which case we use the preposition BY :

Unemployment has increased by   and The price of land has risen / fallen by.

2b. Make 6 sentences about life in Brazil since 1970 using the expressions above. 

Example: Since 1970 there has been a decrease in the number of unemployed people.

There has been a slight rise in the number of people moving from North to South.

3.
Much/Many/Few/Less

We use much with singular (uncountable) nouns and many with plurals.

Example:

There is much unemployment in Brazil 

There are many people without work.

We use less with singular (uncountable) nouns and fewer with plurals

Example:

There is less poverty in France.

There are fewer poor people in France.

a. Fill in the gaps with much or many 

a. One problem in the area is that ..................of the land is owned by wealthy businessmen

b. There are..............small landowners.

c. ................people have chosen to leave this area

d. The influx of new people to the towns leads to............. more crime and unemployment.

b. Fill in the gaps with less or fewer:

a. There is..................crime in France.

b. There is......................wealth in Brazil

c. ................people drive cars in rural Brazil.

d. You earn.................money in rural Brazil.

c. Make up 4 sentences using much/many/less/fewer about Brazil or France.

4.
Comparison of France and Brazil

Discuss the following table:

	Main indicators
	Brazil
	France

	Area km2
	8.511.965
	549.000

	Population (millions)
	158
	58

	Density (inhab/km2)
	19
	106

	GNP/inhab $
	3590
	26660


 Source: www.learn.co.uk

GNP: Gross National Product = the total value of all the goods produced and services provided by a country in one year

5.
Comparatives and Superlatives

In order to compare France and Brazil, you need to use comparatives and superlatives:

We use a comparative to compare one person, thing, action or group with another person, thing etc

We use a superlative to compare one person, thing etc with the whole group that he/she/it belongs to.

Examples: a) Comparative : Brazil is poorer than France.  b) Superlative: Brazil is the poorest of the two countries.

a. How to make comparatives and superlatives:

a) Short adjectives: add -er or -est to adjectives with one syllable:

	Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative

	High


	higher 
	the highest

	great
	Greater


	the greatest


b) Long adjectives: use more or most with adjectives of more than two syllables:

	Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative

	Modern


	more modern
	the most modern

	competitive
	more competitive


	the most competitive


c) Add -er and -est to adjectives ending in -y:

	Adjective
	Comparative
	Superlative

	easy


	easier
	the easiest


Examples: a) Britain's population is lower than Brazil's. (comparative statement as it compares two countries.) b) People in Britain are richer than people in Brazil. c) Britain is more modern than Brazil.

NB Less and fewer are comparative:  There is less wealth in Brazil than France.There are fewer health problems in France than Brazil.

Least and Fewest are superlative:  The least amount of wealth can be found in Brazil.

The fewest health problems are found in France.

b. Remember also that to compare two things you need to use link words such as whereas, unlike, on the one hand, on the other hand etc. Look back at the work you did when comparing the Roman Catholic Church with the Orthodox Church.

Example: In Brazil the population is 158 million whereas in France it is 58 million.

WRITING EXERCISE TO BE GRADED:

Using all the above words and expressions, write a paragraph comparing France and Brazil.
