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CHARLEMAGNE

TASK

Charles was called Charlemagne or Charles the Great in Latin. The aim of this lesson is for you to explore a variety of information to try and answer the following question :

Does Charlemagne deserve the title ‘Charles the Great’ ?

Stage One

Before you look at the evidence, try to think about what makes a « great » king. Work with a partner and discuss the qualities that a great king should have.

Once you have agreed write down your five qualities below :




(Remember the time period we are talking about and be ready to explain your choice to the rest of the class.)

Stage Two

Look at this list below of some of Charlemagne’s achievements (successes). Organise them into the following columns :

MILITARY


CULTURAL



RELIGIOUS


(M)



(C)




(R )
	He enlarged his kingdom by  defeating many different tribes.
M

	He was crowned emperor by the Pope in December 800.

	He protected Christian lands from attack by Muslim and Slav invaders.

	He developed an administrative system where the country was divided into 300 earldoms. Each was ruled by an earl who implemented his decisions.

	He spread Christianity to new areas.

	New churches were built facing east or Jerusalem.

	A magnificent palace was built for Charlemagne at Aix-la-Chapelle.

	He set up schools and encouraged the clergy to study holy texts and ancient writers.

	He set up a famous school at Aachen and encouraged the spread of writing.

	He sent officials (two by two) , called missi dominici, throughout the kingdom to listen to legal cases, spread his law and set up schools.

	He hired great scholars such as Alcuin to work at Aachen.

	He won many battles.

	Alcuin and priests copied many old books and saved these classics from being lost.

	He defeated the Avars in 791.


Be ready to explain why you have placed each idea in that column.

Do you know of any other of Charlemagne’s successes that you could add to this list ?

Stage Three

So far we have looked at Charlemagne’s successes.Look at the statements below :

1. Charlemagne was not always successful in battle.
· Some of his changes were only partially successful.

· Charlemagne acted cruelly at times.

· Charlemagne did not manage to solve all the country’s problems.

· Some of his achievements (successes) did not last long.

These statements challenge the idea that Charlemagne was great. However, we need to find some evidence to support them. Look at the sentences below and match them to the statements above.

The Basques destroyed a large part of his army at Roncevaux in 778. (supports statement 1)

The conquest of Saxony took over thirty years.

At the end of the 8th century many areas of the country were still empty and covered in forest.

In Saxony those who refused to convert to Christianity were killed.

He fought the Moors of Spain for 20 years but only managed to capture a small area of land beyond the Pyrenees.

He had wanted all boys to have an education but at the end of his reign only monks and priests had received schooling.

Trade was still very localised at the end of his reign.

At the Treaty of Verdun (843) his empire was divided into three and weakened.

By 900 Western Europe was very poor.

He killed the Saxon chiefs. (supports statement 3)

Stage Four

You now have  lots of information about Charlemagne. Let’s look again at the original question :

Does Charlemagne deserve the title ‘Charles the Great’ ?

You are going to answer this question for homework using all the information you have discovered in the lesson AND elsewhere.

Here is an essay plan to help you :

Para One :
Introduction : explain here what makes a great king at this time. You are going to judge Charlemagne against this definition.


(stage one will help you)

Para Two :
Yes, he was a great king !


Use evidence to explain why : military, cultural and religious succeses.


(see stage two)

Para Three :
No, he wasn’t a great king ;


Use evidence to show some of his failures and weaknesses.


(see stage three)

Para Four :
Conclusion : now write 2-3 sentences giving your final answer to the question. Make sure you explain why.

Make sure you use your own words. Do not copy.

If you make a statement then you need to support it with evidence.

LANGUAGE SKILLS

Your English language teacher will also help you to construct an argument. Think about useful linkwords. Add more to the list below:

To present an argument: 

to begin with, first of all...

To conclude:

In conclusion, to sum up ...

To express an opinion:

It seems to me that, as far as I'm concerned ...

To add more ideas:

Furthermore, In addition

What makes a 





great king?








