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Topic Two: The Rise of Islam

A) Exercise One: Prepositions and past tense

COPY OUT  the text below with the correct prepositions. Make sure that you learn these. Your workshop teacher may give you a quick test next week! This text also allows you to revise what you have learnt in class about the Rise of Islam.

There is also some revision of past tenses.

In AD 570 Muhammad (be born)........................................... in Mecca in Arabia. He was a member of the Koraish tribe who (control) ............................... much of the area's trade. Muhammad's parents died when he was young and he (grow + prep) ................................ in poverty. Arabia was a very dry area and life was hard for the people living there. Most of them were nomads. They (wander + prep) .................................................. their herds of animals looking ( prep) ................... fresh grass. They also (worship) ............................................. many different spirits who they believed (live + prep) .................................................... trees or stones. They often (visit) .................................. the Ka'ba in Mecca which was a holy place for them. It was a small building which (contain) ............................................ many holy objects.

Muhammad criticised the people (prep) ..................................... believing in so many gods.  He (spend) ........................................... more and more time in a cave on Mount Hira where he went to think on his own. In AD 610 he said that the voice of the Angel Gabriel (speak) ........................... to him and revealed messages from God.  Muhammad (begin) ............................... to tell his friends (prep) ...................................... these messages or revelations. He soon had many followers  called Muslims. 

The Koraish were (worry + prep) ........................................ this new movement for a variety of reasons. Firstly, they were scared that Muhammad would become more powerful than them. Secondly, as they (collect) .................. money (prep) ...................................... the people who visited the Ka'ba they did not want the people to give (prep) ................................................ their pagan gods. They (blame)...................................... Muhammad (prep) .................................... losing them money.

B) Brainstorm vocabulary connected with war

When you study History in English you will often need vocabulary connected with wars.

i) COPY OUT the  following words in the table below:

	
	

	fight against someone

send an army somewhere

be beaten by someone



capture a city / someone


break out (war, fighting)

a weapon

a conflict/ a series of battles

an army




a holy war / a crusade
	a battle

 win a victory against someone

 lose /  give up / surrender

to be injured

defend something/someone

declare war on someone

march

an enemy

a soldier

be captured by the enemy


Can you add any other words? Make sure you learn all of these words and use them in your work.

You may be tested on them.

	Verbs


	Nouns
	Passive Structure

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


ii) INTERNET RESEARCH

Do some  research  about the spread of Islam.

Internet: www.schoolshistory.org.uk

Click on Year 8.  Scroll down to Islamic Civilisation. Click on Spread of Islam. 

This contains information about the reasons why Islam spread so quickly.

Now write a paragraph answering the following question:

"Explain how Islam spread so quickly and successfully."

Make sure you use the words from the table above. Underline them to show you have used them.

Ask your English workshop teacher to correct your work. Make sure you put a bibliography.

C) Making a timeline

Look at the information below about the first four caliphs. Put the information in chronological order (in the order that it happened.) This is an important skill in history.

Caliph Ali AD 656-661

Caliph Abu Bakr AD 632-634.

Caliph Umar AD 634-644

Caliph Uthman AD 644-656

AD 661 Caliph Ali stabbed to death

AD 656 Ali had to fight against Arab army led by Muhamlmad's ex-wife A'isha.

Caliph Uthman murdered by  angry mob in AD 656.

Caliph Abu Bakr died of a fever at the age of 62.

Now add other dates to your timeline. Use your history notes and any other reasearch. This timeline will help you to revise for your exams.

NB. The Shi'ites believe that the true descendants of Caliph Ali are the true leaders of Islam. The Shi'ites make up one tenth of Muslims today. 

Sunni Muslims are orthodox Muslims. The split between Sunni and Shi'ite Muslims still exists today.

