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Topic: Justinian

Aim: Describing a Picture

The images can be printed out from the website and students MUST come to the lesson with them:

http://www2.students.sbc.edu/pegues00/seniorseminar/vitalemosaics.html

Image One: Emperor Justinian and his retinue

Image Two: Theodora and her attendants

A) Describing an image:

Image One: Emperor Justinian and his retinue

Look at the image of Justinian  on the mosaic in the basilica at Ravenna.  You will need to know how to describe an image. In order to do this you should know certain vocabulary in English.

i) LAYOUT 

Complete the following exercise and write the words on a blank piece of paper showing their correct position.

	PREPOSITION
	

	On 
	the right-hand side

	
	the left-hand side of the picture

	
	the left

	
	the right

	
	the bottom of the picture

	
	the top of the picture

	
	the bottom left-hand corner

	
	the top right-hand corner

	
	the middle/centre of the picture

	
	the foreground

	
	the background

	
	Justinian's right/left


behind Justinian

in front of Justinian

next to/beside Justinian

between Justinian and the man ................... his left

ii) Observation

Look at the Justinian mosaic.

Tenses

Q. What is Justinian doing?      A.....................................................................

Q. What tense did you use to describe what is happening in the picture? A.....................................

Q. How is this tense formed?   A. .......................................................................................

Vocabulary

Look at the vocabulary below and write it on your picture of the mosaic. I have added some words to trick you!

	VOCABULARY

	Sword

a jewelled cross

robes

a halo

altar

a censer

a decorated book

a chalice (wine cup used in Communion service)

a sanctuary (sacred or holy part of the Church)
	A soldier's shield

spear

crown

bible

a cloak of imperial purple

a gold paten (a dish which held the Communion bread)

a censer (a vessel in which incense is burnt)

pearls


Characters

Label the following people on the mosaic:

Justinian the emperor

Maximianius – the bishop of Ravenna

Julianus Argentarius (a banker who financed building of St Vitale)

General Belisarius

Here is a clue to help you: Julianus is between the Emperor and Maximianius. The General is on the Emperor's right.

B) Writing Exercise

i) Now using all of the above language to help you, write a (long) paragraph describing the document. 

Make sure you give as much  detail as possible about the different people and what they are doing or holding. 

ii) Explain how  you know which person is the emperor? Make sure you give REASONS for your answer.

Use the words below to help you.

I know it is the emperor because/ as/ since   he ..........................................

The reason why I know he is the  emperor is that he .................................
+ REASON

He must be the emperor because / as/ since he ..........................................

Your English Writing Workshop teacher will check your paragraph. Rewrite and correct all your errors.

C) Image Two: Empress Theodora and her attendants.

The images can be printed out from the website and students MUST come to the lesson with them:

http://www2.students.sbc.edu/pegues00/seniorseminar/vitalemosaics.html

Look at the image and answer the following questions. Make sure you use the language above to help you. Always write FULL sentences.

i) How do we recognise the Empress?

ii) Who else is with her? Justify your answer.

iii) Describe their clothes and attitude.

iv) Where do you think the scene is taking place?

v) What elements of the decor show this?

vi) What links does this document have with the first image that you looked at?

vii) What do the two documents together tell us about the Byzantine empire?

