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The Byzantine Empire

A) Past Tense

Exercise One: Gap fill

When you write about events in history you need to make sure you use the past simple correctly. You must learn your verbs: regular and irregular past. Here is an exercise to do based on the topic you are studying at the moment: The Byzantine Empire. COPY this into your books.

Justinian (be) ................................ Emperor of the Eastern Roman Empire and he (rule) ................... from 527-567 AD.

Justinian's dream was to rebuild the Western Roman Empire. His army, led by the generals Belisaire and Narses (conquer) ......................................... North Africa, southern Spain and Italy. The Mediterranean almost (become) ..................................  a Roman lake once again.

Justinian also (collect) ....................................... all the Roman rules and (put) ................................. them together in a book called the Justinian Code. These rules (make) ...................................... up the basis of law in the empire and those laws are still used today. He also (build) ..................................... magnificent monuments like the Church of Santa Sophia in Constantinople.

i) Now copy out the table below and place the verbs into the following columns depending on whether they are regular or irregular verbs.

	Irregular Verbs
	Regular Verbs(pronunciation of – ed)



	e.g. fought
	/d/


	/t/
	/Id/

	
	Honoured


	smashed
	defeated

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Can you identify any rules about the pronunciation of ed?

Exercise Two:

Now write a paragraph  about Emperor Constantine. Make sure you use the past tense correctly. Ask your English Workshop teacher to correct it for you. Write it out again if you have any mistakes. Add verbs to your table above.

Make sure your learn all the verbs in your verb table.

B) How to say dates

Students should also know how to say dates in English. You should also make sure you learn the dates below.

COPY out the exercise below. Practise saying the numbers as well.

Example.

Written English : Justinian  ruled the Eastern Roman Empire from 527-565 AD.

Spoken English: Justinian ruled the Eastern Empire from five hundred and twenty-seven AD until five hundred and sixty seven AD.

Written English: In the 6th Century AD Justinian tried to rebuild the Western Roman Empire.

Spoken English:

Written English: From 395 AD until 1453 AD Constantinople remained the religious and political capital of the Roman Empire, under the name of the Byzantine Empire.

Spoken English: 

Written English: In the 9th century, two Byzantine monks, Cyril and Method set out to spread Orthodox beliefs to Eastern Europe. In 862 AD they converted the Moravians.

Spoken English: 

Written English: In 1054 rivalry between Rome and Constantinople led to the schism.

Spoken English:

Written English: From the 11th Century onwards the Empire experienced difficulties.

Spoken English:

Written: In 1453 Constantinople was captured by the Turks which signalled the end of the Byzantine Empire.

Spoken English:

C) Contrast:

i) In history we often need to compare and contrast different societies or beliefs. Copy out the table below with what you have learnt in your history lesson about the differences between the Catholic and the Orthodox Church. 

	
	Roman Catholic Church

Western Empire
	Orthodox Church 

Eastern Empire

	Baptism
	
	

	Lent
	
	

	Communion Bread
	
	

	Clergy
	
	

	Other???
	
	


Here are the answers to help you!

· use of Greek

· use of Latin

· priests can marry

· priests have beards

· Patriarch is head of Church

· Pope is head of Church

· use of bread with yeast (host)

· host is flat

· worship of icons

· total immersion in water for baptism

Check your ideas with your Workshop teacher.

Make sure you learn the table and understand the differences.

ii) Now use words of contrast to write a paragraph about the two churches. The words below will help you.

	Contrast
	Example



	Whereas (alors que, tandis que)


	The Western Roman Empire ended in 476 AD whereas the Eastern Roman Empire continued for another thousand years.



	While (alors que, tandis que)
	While Rome was attacked by barbarian tribes, Constantinople grew in strength.



	Unlike (à la différence de)
	Unlike the Roman emperors before him, Constantine was a Christian emperor.




Check your paragraph with your English Workshop teacher.

If you have any mistakes, rewrite out the whole paragraph correcting your errors.

